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President’s Message

Spring is about on us and hopefully we are all seeing an
increase in business
over last year. Just a
reminder that the
newest ALTA
Standards went into
effect February 24,
2011 (The 2011
Minimum Standard
Detail Requirements
for ALTAJACSM Land
Title Surveys). The
previous version (2005)
cannot be used after
this date. To obtain the latest copy on line go to:
http://www.alta.org/forms/

Our speakers are set for the entire year. The board has
also decided to add an additional fall general meeting in
October because we were able to schedule Mike
Pallamary to speak and this was the month that worked
best for him. The October meeting will be held on the third
Thursday of the month October 20™. So please mark your
calendars now.

Our March general meeting is scheduled for March 17" at
Marie Callender’s in VB&tate ur a
President-Elect Frank Lehmann, who will go over various
opportunities for surveyors and marketing techniques to

sell yourself and products. The general meeting in May will
be held at Rusty’s Pizza in
this meeting will be Casey Blake. The topic he will cover is
California and Federal Prevailing Wage Law and the
Surveyor. If any of your jobs require Prevailing Wage you

will want to attend this meeting

In the fall we will have three general meetings. For the first
meeting September 15", the speaker will be Mark Lunn,
Ventura County Recorder. The topic he will cover will be
the recordation process for Parcel Maps, Tract Maps and
easements now and in the future. | have been working in
the County surveyor office for over a year now and what
goes on in the Recorders office is still a mystery to me as
I’ m sure ityos. flormmlaogkiofhg
speaker.

(Continued on Page 2)
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General Meeting

Marie Callender’s

Restaurant
1295 S. Victoria Avenue Ventura CA

Thursday March 17, 2011

Social Hour: 5:30pm
Meeting: 6:30pm
Cost: $25.00
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President’s Message (continued)...

For the November meeting the speaker will be Crissy Wilson from the State level of CLSA. Her topic will
be regarding the resources available on the website and other member benefits at the State Level. Also
about

don’t forget

Our chapter PLS seminar is just about ready to finish up. There are two more scheduled classes March
wi |.The peng PLEB and bITaekayns are set for the

23 and March 30". T h e

topic

our picnic i

n

weekend of April 8-9. | want to wish all of our Seminarstudent ' s
reward when you receive that letter in the mail letting you know you passed the exam and are now
licensed by the State to practice Land Surveying!

Our scholarship winners for 2011 are as follows:

Ernie Newcombe Memorial Scholarship ($1000): Brett Etheredge - CSU Fresno - from Santa Barbara

Scholarship Winners 2011

Channel Island Chapter Scholarships (2 @ $500 each):

Abigail Gutierrez - Cal Poly Pomona- from Ventura
Christian Sebatovich - CSU Fresno - from Santa Barbara

August and

good 1l uck

College of the Canyons, Richard Grunewald Memorial Scholarships (3 @ $500 each):

Kathleen Gumber - from Fillmore
Anthony Sanders - from Saugus
Jay Janisse - from Thousand Oaks

I want to thank Kurt Lehnhardt for all your time and effort with putting the scholarships together each

year.

Scheduled Speakers for 2011

our

General Meeting Date Speaker Topic
March 17 Frank Lehman, State President- | Opportunities and Marketing
Elect techniques for Surveyors
May 19 Casey Blake California and Federal

Prevailing Wage Law and the
Surveyor

September 15

Mark Lunn, Ventura County
Recorder

Recordation process for
Subdivision Maps and
Easements; now and in the
future

October 20

Mike Pallamary

TBD

November 17

Crissy Wilson, CLSA Central
Office

Resources available on the
CLSA website and member
benefits
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Me mber P Gend Hodemans, PLS 4034

How did | become a surveyor? It seems like only yesterday that | was attending Pierce Jr. College
studying architecture and decided to take a year off to earn some money before heading off to San Luis
Obispo to complete my degree. | got a job as an Engineering Aid with the then California Department of
Transportation (later to become Caltrans) and discovered what plumb bob was for. Duh!

It didn’t t bkdiseoveledtmayl likbdenorkirrg eutside, and being good at math | decided to

make a career change only to discover that surveying classes were essentially non-existent. After a

sever al mont hs of “other duti es as mearlopkiigiteaddridtaekn d b e
| was finally allowed to look through the transit.

Wow! | was going to be an instrument-man. No more cutting brush for me. | bought a stronger
magnifying glass so that | could better read the veneer that was graduated to twenty seconds of arc. For
those of you who have never had the experience of reading a veneer all day, or for that matter have

never seen one, you don’'t know what you're missing.
the scope all day, which in itself leaves a permanent image of cross hairs etched in your eye long after
the day ends. | soon — ’ learned why the previous

instrument-man was so
couple of years another
became the note keeper.
with my drafting skills.

quick to train me. Aftera
sucker came along and |
At last | could do something

After many months of
included carrying the

we traversed through the
Castaic area laying out the
constructed freeway. The calculator was the size of a
small typewriter and a book of trig tables containing
every second of arc to eight decimal places
weighing nearly six pounds. It would be nearly six years
after | started my career as a surveyor before electronic calculators came along, and then they only had
basic math functions. The ubiquitous HP calculator was yet a year or so off.

keeping notes my job also
calculator and trig tables as
brush laden hillsides of the
alignment of the soon to

Eventualhdwse™ isnurveying classes were offered as ther
finally became) licensed land surveyors. | passed the test. Caltrans was a great place to learn

surveying. My experiences were wide and varied: from construction surveying in the hills to downtown

L.A., photogrammetry, triangulation networks, right-of-way and boundary surveying. But, all good things

must come to an end. After ten years, highway construction all but ended as did my job.

Having -I“inmgohotned” during my final years with Caltrans
and a chain, what else could | need? | rented an office and a fri
employee or two, bought some more equipment and made the plunge into the joys of self-employment.

Five years or so later | started a partnership and ended it after ten years, and continued on as a sole
proprietor. Robotic and GPS equi pment have enabl e

|l ve managed to weather several economies, traveled
surveyor as there is hardly ever a dull day as every job is like a new day.
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Surveying America — National Surveyors Week...

California Land Surveyors Association (CLSA), in conjunction with National Society of Professional
Surveyors (NSPS), is promoting “Surveying America.” To kick off the start of National Surveyors Week,
on Saturday, March 19, 2011 surveyors across the nation will be participating in the NSPS “Surveying
USA” event. The goal of “Surveying USA” is to create public awareness of the land surveying profession
and provide an opportunity for the public to observe local surveyors in action. To accomplish this goal,
advanced Global Positioning System (GPS) equipment will be on display and simultaneously collecting
data at sites throughout the nation.

CLSA is looking for volunteers to participate in this program. Anyone and everyone with a GPS unit
(hand-held or otherwise) is welcome to join in the fun.

When: Saturday, March 19, 2011 at Exactly 1:.00 PM — 4:00PM EST

Where: Any NGS Horizontal or Vertical monument near you

What: Collect and record GPS data and send it to the State Coordinator Matt Vernon
mvernon@rbf.com

Requirements:

1. Notify CLSA Central Office
We need to know where and what you will occupy in advance.

2. Collect the data on March 19, 2011 at Exactly 1:00 PM
How long is up to you. If you want to help improve the horizontal accuracy you may occupy and

coll ect for 4 hour s. | f you don’'t have that
especially on the NAVD 88 Benchmarks, which will help to improve the Lat Longs on the data
sheets.

3. Send data along with completed form (attached) to State Coordinator Matt Vernon
mvernon@rbf.com
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NCEES seeks volunteers for Surveying Exam
PAKS...

(Note from Editor i This is an opportunity for California Land Surveyors to make an impact at the national
exam level. The are many states that do not define land surveying as broad as California does and this
mandated national exam should reflect the practices across the entire nation, not predominately the east
coast and southeastern portion of the country.

California license examinees represent an enormous portion of the overall national population sitting for
exams each April and October. California examinees historically score on average lower than the
national average on many of the national exams.

The results of this study helps to define the new test specifications for the national portion of the Land
Surveying examination which shapes the overall content of the Principles and Practice of Surveying
exam (PS). California examinees should have the ability to study test specifications that more closely
represent true practice in this state.

Please take the time to respond to this survey as it will make an obvious difference in the future of the
land surveying profession and the newly licensed professionals that will inherit California Land
Surveying.)

NCEES is currently seeking professionals working in surveying to participate in a Professional Activities
and Knowledge Study, or PAKS, for the Principles and Practice of Surveying (PS) exam. The results of
this study will be used to update the test specifications for the exam.

Participants will complete an online survey about the professional activities and knowledge/skills required
of a licensed surveyor with four to six years of experience who practices in a manner that protects the
health, safety, and welfare of the public. The survey can be completed in 35—-45 minutes.

“These studies help NCEES ensure its lesenshalf exam
explained Director of Exam Development Tim Miller,
number of people who participate, so NCEES is eager to get input from as many licensed surveyors as
possible."”

Survey responses must be received no later than March 24, 2011 (8:00 p.m. EST). If you have any
guestions, please contact Prometric at 609-895-5234 and leave a voicemail message, or e-mail
pnjsurvey@prometric.com.

Click here to access the Surveying PAKS online survey.

Contact:

Charles Rutland, P.E.

NCEES Exam Development Engineer
crutland@ncees.org

(864) 654-6824
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Chapter Newsletter Advertisement Rates. ..

Business Card Size $100
1/4 Page $200
1/2 Page $300
Full Page $400

Mid-year commitments can be prorated as necessary

PETRU CORPORATION

A FULL SERVICE LAND COMPANY

Oil, Gas, Mineral Land Consulting
Title Consulting/Research TIMOTHYB. TRUWE

Title Searches/Write-ups Registered Professional Landman

Water & Geothermal Registered Environmental Assessor

Management/Administration 5 Hallock D te 1
Leasing & Land Contracts 50'S. Hallock Dr., Suite 100

Title Engineering Santa Paula, CA 93060 -9646
Right-of-Way Consulting (805) 933 -1389
Environmental Studies Fax (805) 933 -1380
Subdivisions/Parcel Maps
Permits/Regulatory Compliance
Expert Witness & Due Diligence

htip.//www.PetruCorporation.com
Petru@PetruCorporation.com
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2011 Chapter Officers How to Reach the
Bresident: CLSA Central Office
Dan Walsh, PLS, PE
Dan.Walsh@ventura.org /4

(805) 654-2942

Vice President:

Steve Opdahl, PLS
sos@opdahl.cc

(805) 495-6438 526 South E Street
Secretary: Santa Rosa, CA 95404
Phone: (707) 578-6016
} OPEN Fax: (707) 578-4406
Treasurer:
Gene Rosecrans, PLS Email: clsa@californiasurveyors.org
1s4034@shcglobal.net Web Site: http://www.californiasurveyors.org/

Chapter Representatives:

T How to Reach the
Jim Pilarski, PLS

JimP@hpengr.com Board for Professional
(805) 522-1900 .

Debbie Naves, PLS Engineers, Lland Surveyors
DebbieN@hpengr.com :

(805) 522-1900 and Geologists

Alternates Representative:
All Board Members

Newsletter Editor:

Ric Moore, PLS é l\ E

R @ :
(605) 5043663 BPELS

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINERS & LAND SURVEYORS

Web Site: http://www.pels.ca.gov
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