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President’s Message 
 Spring is here!  Spring would be a great time to 

volunteer. The 
chapter needs your 
help. We are looking 
for someone to step 
up and join the 
Board. This person 
could be someone 
new to the chapterôs 
Board or someone 
that was on the 
Board in the past 

and who would be 
willing to become involved again. 

Volunteering is a great learning experience. I have 
been on the Board now three years in a row. I have 
learned a lot in the three years. I know how the Board 
is run. I have also seen how others have volunteered 
their time to make the local chapter what it is today. If 
you feel you would like to see changes in the chapter 
or would like to see it continue as is, stepping up and 
become a Board member. 

I have also volunteered on the state level. I was part of 
the CLSA state safety committee. Our objective was to 
put together a tail gate safety guide. There were 4 
members in the group.  We were located in different 
places throughout the state. Over the year that we 
were together we never meet face to face. Our 
communication was through emails and by phone. So 
there was no travel time or expenses involved. I got a 
lot out of it. In the end we put together the Tailgate 
Safety Meeting Guide that can be purchased on line 
through the CLSA state website.  

Our May general meeting is scheduled for May 19th 
at Rustyôs Pizza in Santa Barbara County. Our 
speaker will be Casey Blake, who will go over the 
California and Federal Prevailing Wage Law and 
the Surveyor. If you have had to deal with Prevailing 
Wage you will want to attend this meeting.  

Mark your Calendars!  Our Chapter Picnic is August 6 
and we are always open to help with it.  

I look forward to see you next week. 

General Meeting 

Rusty’s Pizza 
232 W. Carrillo Street, Santa Barbara CA 

Thursday May 19, 2011 
 

Social Hour: 5:30pm 

Meeting: 6:30pm 

Cost:  $ 25.00 
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Scheduled Speakers for 2011… 

 
General Meeting Date Speaker Topic 

May 19 Casey Blake California and Federal 
Prevailing Wage Law and the 
Surveyor 

September 15 Mark Lunn, Ventura County 
Recorder 

Recordation process for 
Subdivision Maps and 
Easements; now and in the 
future 

October 20 Mike Pallamary TBD 

November 17 Crissy Wilson, CLSA Central 
Office 

Resources available on the 
CLSA website and member 
benefits 

 

Scheduled Speakers for 2012… 

 
General Meeting Date Speaker Topic 

January 2012 Pete Kaiser HazWOPER Certification 
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Chapter Professional Practices Committeeé 
By: L. Paul Cook, PLS 4285 

About 4 years ago, the California Land Surveyors Association formed a State wide Professional 
Practices Committee (PPC) for the purpose of encouraging compliance with the Land Surveyorôs Act, 
Land Surveyorôs Code of Ethics and conservation of monuments. I am one of approximately fifteen 
members of that committee. In order to achieve state wide coverage we have encouraged each 
chapter to begin a local Professional Practice Committee to deal with local issues. Suggested bylaws 
and guide lines have been issued and licensed land surveyors have joined their local committees. 

The State PPC only deals with state-wide issues, focusing mainly on formation of local PPCs and 
monument conservation.  Additionally, the Channel Islands Chapter has set up a local Joint 
Professional Practices Committee (JPPC) with the local chapter of the American Council of 
Engineering Companies (ACEC). I am a member of the local JPPC as well. At the local level we deal 
with monument conservation efforts and local practices to assist consumers, agencies and licensees 
by encouraging licensed land surveyors to follow the requirements of the Land Surveyor's Act and 
report unlicensed individuals practicing land surveying, if warranted. 

We have also sent information to and had meetings with local law enforcement departments 
regarding land surveyors limited right of trespass. This effort was met with much appreciation in both 
counties by the police and sheriffôs departments. 

The State Board of Engineers, Land Surveyors, and Geologists (BPELSG) has stated appreciation 
for our efforts as most licensed land surveyors want to comply with the law that governs their practice 
at an informal level. Most land surveyors, when made aware of their omission or oversight, jump at 
the opportunity to bring their work into compliance without having to have a history at the State Board 
level; although some surveyors choose to have the State Board deal with their issues, in which case 
we oblige them and turn the case over to the State Board to fully investigate. 

Dealing with the local JPPC is much quicker, less expensive and more private for the practitioner 
than dealing with the State Board. We believe that we are saving all those involved time and money 
and creating an even playing field for all surveyors. We all must practice under the same rules and 
regulation with regularity. 

Monument conservation is the other large effort we are making at both the state and local levels. We 
have been in contact with the agencies and companies that are responsible for preserving existing 
monuments. We have sent letters to these entities and made follow up phone calls to reinforce our 
initial efforts. The State PPC has also developed a professional tri-fold brochure and cover letter to 
fencing companies, plumbers, landscapers and other trades that should know about survey 
monuments and should make the effort to protect them too. This brochure describes monument 
conservation and itôs importance to all. It will be distributed through the local chapter PPCs. We are 
working to bring awareness to those who can help protect monuments. 

Your local JPPC is working hard on your behalf so that you, as well as future surveyors, will have 
both the record maps and monuments necessary to continue finding and setting the reliable 
boundary lines required to uphold the reputation of our profession maintain cooperation and 
communication between practitioners. If you are a corporate member of CLSA, Channel Islands 
Chapter and would like to join this committee please contact our Chapter President, Dan Walsh. 
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Yosemite ï Spring 2011é 
By: L. Paul Cook, PLS 4285 

Last week my wife and I took trip to Yosemite, we stopped at the first lookout just past the tunnel as 
we entered the Yosemite Valley. After taking a few photos of Half Dome and Bridalveil Falls I noticed 
a strange yellow color at the bottom of the falls. I wondered what was causing the bright yellow color. 
After a very few minutes it became clear that it was a light refraction in the falls, the beginning of a 
rainbow! This photo of Bridalveil Falls was taken about 15 minutes later. 

 
The colors in the water are the colors of the 
rainbow. At 20 minutes the colors were all gone. 
We were told that this rainbow affect only rarely 
happens and only at this time of year and only at 
this time of day, if the lighting is right. What a thrill it 
was to everyone who saw it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Having had the 3rd most snow fall in recorded 
history the falls and rivers were more than full. This 
is a photo of Yosemite Falls. 
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Some of the meadows were full of water too which made for nice reflections in the morning hour. 
 

 
 

I suspect that the Yosemite Valley will be flooded this year as it was last in 1997. 
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 P ETRU CORPORAT ION 

A FULL SERVICE LAND COMPANY 

Oil, Gas, Mineral Land Consulting 

Title Consulting/Research 

Title Searches/Write-ups 

Water & Geothermal 

Management/Administration 

Leasing & Land Contracts 

Title Engineering 

Right-of-Way Consulting 

Environmental Studies 

Subdivisions/Parcel Maps 

Permits/Regulatory Compliance 

Expert Witness & Due Diligence 

TI M O T H Y  B . TR U W E 

Registered Professional Landman 
Registered Environmental Assessor 

250 S. Hallock Dr., Suite 100  

Santa Paula, CA  93060 -9646  

(805) 933 -1389  

Fax (805) 933 -1380  

http://www.PetruCorporation.com  

Petru@PetruCorporation.com 

Chapter Newsletter Advertisement Rates… 
 

Business Card Size $100 

1/4 Page  $200 

1/2 Page  $300 

Full Page  $400 

 

Mid-year commitments can be prorated as necessary 
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2011 Chapter Officers 

President:    

Dan Walsh, PLS, PE 

  Dan.Walsh@ventura.org 

  (805) 654-2942 

Vice President:   

Steve Opdahl, PLS 

  sos@opdahl.cc 

(805) 495-6438 

Secretary: 

OPEN 

Treasurer: 

Gene Rosecrans, PLS 

  ls4034@sbcglobal.net 

   

Chapter Representatives: 

Jim Pilarski, PLS 

  JimP@hpengr.com 

  (805) 522-1900 

Debbie Naves, PLS 

  DebbieN@hpengr.com 

  (805) 522-1900 

Alternates Representative: 

All Board Members 

Newsletter Editor: 

Ric Moore, PLS 

Rmoore@mapsvcs.com 

(805) 504-3663 

 

How to Reach the 
CLSA Central Office 

 
  

526 South E Street 

Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

Phone: (707) 578-6016 

Fax: (707) 578-4406 
 

Email: clsa@californiasurveyors.org 

Web Site: http://www.californiasurveyors.org/ 

 

 

How to Reach the 
Board for Professional 

Engineers, Land Surveyors 
and Geologists 

 
 

Web Site: http://www.pels.ca.gov 
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